Cotton or Linen?
Provide pupils with small samples of fabrics, including linen and cotton .
There are 3 main ways of making a fabric. Can you sort these materials according to how they have been manufactured? 
Is it easier if you use a magnifying glass?
Try using a digital microscope. 

The three main ways are weaving, using interlocking loops (such as knitting) and bonding random fibres. 

Which material is it easiest to remove a single fibre from?......woven
Which ravel?.........woven and to some extent knitted. 
Which is most stretchy?.......knitted
Which do you think is cheapest to produce?......bonded. Bonded fabrics are often used for disposable items such as hospital gowns. 

Look at the fabrics marked A and B. Do you think they are the same material? 
How have they been produced? 
(A is linen and B is cotton) 
Both have been made from natural materials. Can you find out something about them? 
Do the fibres of one seem smoother than the other? (linen usually feels a little rougher and may have a slub effect)

Put one drop of water on to each fabric and observe carefully. What do you notice? 
(The water will usually sit on top of the linen but will soak into and spread on the cotton.) 

Linen is believed to be the oldest fabric manufactured by man.
 It is made from the fibres of the flax plant (which can be easily grown in a school garden). 
It was used as a form of currency in Ancient Egypt and was used to wrap Egyptian mummies. 
Belfast was a famous linen producing centre from the 17th century.


The pipettes can also be used to compare which materials are most/ least waterproof by dropping water on to them and counting how many drops are needed before the water drips through. 

